
Git and GitHub Classroom
for CS559

Part A – What it looks like to do a workbook



GitHub Classroom (GIT crash course)

GitHub classroom creates a repository on GitHub for you

You must clone it to your computer
Commit your work
Push it back to GitHub

We clone the repository to grade it

This only makes sense if you 
understand GIT terminology

and
Have the right mental model 

of how GIT works



Two parts to this “lecture”

Part A – what you do to use Workbooks in class
requires you to understand GIT concepts
might be easier to understand after you watch part B

Part B – understanding GIT and GitHub classroom
important to understand what is going on
much easier to motivate after you’ve seen part A
important beyond class



Getting the assignment…
What you will do



Warning

I will use the GIT terms and concepts first, and then explain it later



Steps

1. Get the announcement on Canvas
2. Follow this link to GitHub Classroom
3. Click on the magic button
4. Wait for GIT to get things ready for you
5. Go to your personal repository
6. Get the link for the repository 
7. Clone the repository to your computer
8. Start a local web server
9. Look at the workbook – and start working 
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Note:
You must be signed in to your 
GitHub account for this to work!
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GitHub is making you your own repository

It is your personal copy of the workbook



Wait a minute 
Press refresh

Might take longer when busy
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The GitHub Repository Page

This is a page for your personal copy

You can get a link for cloning it to your computer
You can see what versions you have on GitHub

Do not “download as ZIP”
Do not edit files on GitHub
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Clone the repository to your computer

This makes a copy of your repository on your computer

Notes:
Prefer SSH as the connection method

requires you to set up your computer (worth it!)
Use git tools

We recommend the GIT command line
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You need a local web server

Repository is a web site
Need to look at the version on your computer

Cannot just open the files (things don’t work)

Start a server in the directory
http-server (Node) is what we use for testing
Live Server in Visual Studio Code is very handy
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Now we can work!
Bear with me… I’ll show you what to do, then explain



Workbook pages have things to do

Instructions in the text

The work is in boxes – self contained pages

You edit files in “for_students”

For workbook 1, it is html files
In later workbooks it is mainly JavaScript files
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Editing workbook files

We recommend Visual Studio Code
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3 Steps to upload a file

Add (Stage)
Commit
Push

We’ll explain why you need all 3 in a bit

I will do this from the command line

Save your work often! (it’s a good backup!)
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Check to see

This is optional, but if you want to make sure things work…
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What just happened?

What is going on here?
That’s part B



Summary: use GIT for Workbooks

Get your repository on GitHub
GitHub classroom creates a repo for you
You clone it to your computer

You complete the workbook
Use a local server to view it
Edit files in for_students
Copy your work back to GitHub: add, commit, push

Course staff accesses your work on GitHub
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